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Teacher’s Name: Amber Harper
e-mail:  Amber.Harper@cobbk12.org
blog:   http://harperearthscience.weebly.com/cc
East Cobb Middle School: 
During the first and second quarter, the Earth Science class will provides a framework for students to master key concepts in the areas of the GEOLOGY and HYDROLOGY. Below you will find detailed descriptions of each of these areas.  Our Earth Science curriculum is designed based on the Georgia Performance Standards as outlined for sixth grade. You can find the standards at www.gadoe.org.
In the classroom students will work on inquiries and tasks that promote higher level reasoning and problem solving.  Understanding vocabulary is essential in creating a foundation on which to build key science processing skills.  Hands-on inquiry provides students with the experience needed to apply their knowledge and expand their thinking into application.  Mathematical computation is also important as students have many opportunities to formulate and analyze data.
Assessments: A pretest will be given for each unit to determine strengths and weaknesses of students; weakness will be strengthened with a differentiated performance tasks, then a comprehensive posttest will be given at the end of each unit.  Short quizzes and other formative assessments will be given to check for understanding throughout each unit. 
Class Requirements/Expectations: Students are required to be on time for class and prepared with any assignments that are due, as well as paper,  pens/pencils, and a folder with 3 brads and 2 pockets.   A positive attitude and a desire to learn are welcomed!  We will follow the PBIS schoolwide behavior management system as well as all other school rules.
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Science Grading Policy
 Categories



  Percentage of final grade     Grading Scale

     FORMATIVE
Homework/Practice (vocabulary,

     10%


90-100         A
Notebook, warm-ups)
Daily Work (Classwork, pretests,

     25%


80-89           B
Performance tasks)
Assessments (Labs, quizzes, essays)
     30%


74-79           C
        SUMMATIVE

Test & Projects



     35%


70-73           D











Below 70       F
Late Work/Make-up Work:
Students are required to turn assignments in on time.  Major projects are to be submitted by the DUE DATE stated on the project.  Late work may be accepted with a 10 point deduction per day. All assignments and projects that are not turned in will result in a grade of zero.  See your teacher if you need to make up any zeroes.
Students who miss assignments because of an absence will have an opportunity to make up missed work.  Upon returning to school following an absence, it is a student’s responsibility to check with the teacher (or the class blog) to ensure that all work is made up. Students are given one calendar day for each day absent, plus one day to turn in the work.  After that, the grade for assignment(s) will result in a grade of zero. (See your teacher for possible opportunities to make up zeros).
Teacher Blogs:

Teacher blogs contain both classwork and homework and can be accessed through the East Cobb Middle School website at http://www.cobbk12.org/EastCobb/.  Once there, go to” Faculty & Staff”.  You can then click on the teacher of your choice to access their blog.

Tutoring:
Science tutoring will be held each Tuesday in the morning (8:15 – 8:45 am).  See schedule for dates and locations posted outside of Science classrooms and on our blogs.
NOTE: This syllabus is a guide and is subject to change in order to accommodate class and individual needs.  Students will be made aware of any changes that may occur.
SIGNATURES:

Student  
_______________________________________
Date   _______________________

Parent    _______________________________________
Date   _______________________

Please list any allergies and/or medical concerns in the space below:
Advanced Content (AC):  The curriculum and instructional strategies for this course are differentiated in content, pacing, process skills emphasis, and expectation of student outcomes from the typical science course.  Curriculum content has been designated for mastery and extension of state and district content standards.  The course is appropriate for students who have high achievement and interest in science.  The district has established guidelines that identify students who will be successful with advanced curriculum offered in science.  Students are placed in this class according to specified indicators of demonstrated ability and motivation.  Students must meet continuation criteria (see below) to remain in the class.  Students are expected to MEET or EXCEEED STANDARDS on the Milestone EOG or end of year test.

The following criteria will be used to remain in an AC class:

Students must receive an 80% or above at the end of each 9 week grading period, or the student will be placed on probation.  This probation continues for at least 9 weeks.  If the grade drops below an 80% during the probation period, the student may be removed from the AC class.  (After 9 weeks, students may be reinstated in that AC class, depending on performance in the on-level class.)
I have read the above continuation criteria:  X__________________________                                                     ____ (parent)
Class Requirements/Expectations: Students are required to be on time for class and prepared with any assignments that are due, as well as paper,  pens/pencils, and a folder with 3 brads and 2 pockets.   A positive attitude and a desire to learn are welcomed!  We will follow the sixth grade behavior management plan as well as all other school rules.  ** (Please see page regarding flipped classroom guidelines).
Science Grading Policy
 Categories



  Percentage of final grade     Grading Scale

 FORMATIVE
Homework/Practice (vocabulary,

     10%


90-100         A
Notebook, warm-ups)
Daily Work (Classwork, pretests,

     25%


80-89           B
Performance tasks)
Assessments (Labs, quizzes, essays)
     30%


74-79           C
        SUMMATIVE

Test & Projects



     35%


70-73           D











Below 70       F
Late Work/Make-up Work:

Students are required to turn assignments in on time.  Full credit is given only if work is turned in on time.  Late work may be accepted, but there is a penalty of 10% for every late day. All assignments and projects that are not turned in will result in a grade of zero.  See your teacher if you need to make up any zeroes. Students who miss assignments because of an absence will have an opportunity to make up missed work.  Upon returning to school following an absence, it is a student’s responsibility to check with the teacher (or the class blog) to ensure that all work is made up. Students are given one calendar day for each day absent, plus one day to turn in the work.  After that, the grade for assignment(s) will result in a grade of zero. (See your teacher for possible opportunities to make up zeros).
Tutoring:

Science tutoring will be held each Tuesday in the morning (8:15 – 8:45 am).  See schedule for dates and locations posted outside of Science classrooms and on our blogs.
NOTE : This syllabus is a guide and is subject to change in order to accommodate class and individual needs.  Students will be made aware of any changes that may occur.

SIGNATURES:

Student ________________________________  
Date   _______________________

Parent    ________________________________
Date   _______________________
Please list any allergies and/or medical concerns in the space below:
TEXTBOOK: Earth Science, published by Holt Science & Technology, 2008.  

ONLINE TEXTBOOK:  www.my.hrw.com

